
Planetary Phenomena
For the five visible planets known in antiquity entries in the Diaries include what have become known as the

"Greek-Letter phenomena."  They are presented below in the table and also shown for Jupiter in the following figure:

INFERIOR PLANETS SUPERIOR PLANETS

First Appearance in the East ΓΓ First Appearance (in the East) ΓΓ

Stationary point in the East ΦΦ First Stationary point ΦΦ

Last appearance in the East ΣΣ Opposition ΘΘ

First appearance in the West ΞΞ Second Stationary point ΨΨ

Stationary point in the West ΨΨ Last appearance (in West) ΩΩ

Last appearance in the West ΩΩ 

      The Babylonian Characteristic ("Greek-Letter") Planetary Phenomena

         The Babylonian Characteristic Phenomena for Jupiter

but where applicable in the present work they will preceded by their descriptions. Undoubtedly the introduction of this
kind of cryptic shorthand in concert with sexagesimal notation and zodiacal signs is at least partly responsible for the
limited understanding and lack of interest in Babylonian astronomy today. Given the difficulties that result from the
lack of fictive approach to the subject in the past it seems best that the subject be treated separately in Appendix G.




